Annex C


GLOSSARY








00X Codes 





00X codes are access codes for IDD on a call-by-call basis via individual fixed telecommunication networks.





Backbone Link





A backbone link is a high speed line or major connections that form a major pathway within a network.





Base Station





A base station is a fixed radio station for transmitting to and receiving signals from other fixed or mobile radio stations.





Broadband Network





A broadband network is a telecommunications network that allows wide bandwidth telecommunications signals (high speed data or video signals) to be transmitted over the network. 





Call-back Operators 





Call-back operators are the service providers of call-back services.





Call-back Service





A call-back service is a public telecommunications service which connects its customers to a licensed external public telecommunications service in Hong Kong for the purpose of transmitting and receiving telephone and non-telephonic messages to and from places outside Hong Kong. The service may include an ancillary service for the validation of personal identification numbers (PIN) of customers.





The service employs a "callback" arrangement that a call originating from Hong Kong is converted into a call initiated in the reverse direction from a switch in the destination territory or country where the call rate is lower. 





Telecommunications Numbering Plan





A telecommunications numbering plan is a plan which governs and controls the use of codes and numbers for various telecommunications services in a country.  For example in Hong Kong, 00X codes are assigned for international telephone calls while all local telephone numbers have the prefix of ‘2’.





Data Communications





Data communications refer to the transmission, reception, transfer or validation of data between two or more points.





Exchange Site Space for Co-location 





Exchange site space for co-location refers to the space in the telephone exchange of one telecommunication network service operator which will be used by other telecommunication network service operators to place their equipment and cabling facilities. 





External Facilities





External facilities are the telecommunications equipment, installation, buildings, services etc. that are established for the purpose of providing an external telecommunications service to the public.  Examples are submarine cables and satellite dishes.





External Gateway





An external gateway is a switching terminal that controls the transmission of telecommunications traffic between the local telecommunications networks and external telecommunications networks.





External Public Services





External public services are telecommunications services that are provided to the public by telecommunication means to and from places outside of Hong Kong.  In the context of the Framework Agreement for the early surrender of HKTI's exclusive licence, external public services are more particularly referred to  


(a) a public external telephone service;


(b) a telecommunications service routed in transit via Hong Kong; and


(c) a public telegram or telex service.





External Voice ISR Licences





These are telecommunications licences for licensing the provision of an external telephonic telecommunications service operated over international private leased circuits (IPLCs) or other external switched telecommunication services lawfully operated in Hong Kong.  





Facilities Based Services





Facilities based services are telecommunications services that require substantial investment in installation, building and equipment etc. for the purpose of providing telecommunications services to the public





Fixed Telecommunications Network Services





Fixed telecommunications network services are the telecommunication services provided between fixed points.  An example is the traditional residential telephone service. 





Interconnection Arrangement





An interconnection arrangement is a commercial arrangement settled between two operators for interconnection of their services and networks together.  It includes the following aspects - 


carriage services of codes, messages or signals across and between the interconnected networks;


provision of physical transmission facilities to connect between networks;


billing information reasonably required to enable the other entities to bill their customers etc.





International Simple Resale (ISR) for Facsimile and Data Services





This is an external non-telephonic public telecommunications service operated over international private leased circuits (IPLCs) or other external switched non-telephonic telecommunication services lawfully operated in Hong Kong.  Unlike the IVANS service, the ISR service is not required to provide any “added value” to customers.





International Value Added Network Services (IVANS) 


including Voice Value-added Service





IVANS is an external public telecommunication service which provides customers with enhanced services such as electronic mailbox messaging, data interchange or database access and retrieval etc.  These enhanced services are regarded as “added value” to the basic telecommunication services.





Local Loop





Local loop is the fixed telecommunication circuit connecting customer premise equipment to the nearest telephone exchange of the fixed telecommunication network services (FTNS) operator.  The local loop can be either copper wire, optical fibre, or even wireless in the case of using wireless local loop technology in future by FTNS operators.





Local Loop Unbundling





Local loop unbundling is an arrangement between two fixed telecommunication network services operators such that the local  loop is leased  as an independent item from the switching service.  





Managed Data Network Service 





A Managed Data Network Service is a telecommunication service operated by a service provider who establishes and  manages, on behalf of the customers to the service, circuits and networks for the conveyance of non-voice message for intra-corporate and intra-organisation communications of the customers.





Number Portability 





Number portability is the ability for a customer to retain his/her assigned telephone number(s) when changing the subscription from one network operator to another operator.





Radio Spectrum Management





The management of radio spectrum with a view to ensure that the radio spectrum, as a public resource, is available to meet the community’s needs and that the various radiocommunication services (including mobile radio services, public mobile radiotelephone, paging and trunked radio services etc.) can be operated without unacceptable level of mutual interference.





Roll-out Commitments 





Roll-out commitments are the commitments proposed by network operators which govern the pace of their network implementation.





Self-Provided External Telecommunication Systems (SPETS)





SPETS is an external telecommunication system established and maintained by the licensee for the transmission or reception of the licensee’s messages to/from the overseas correspondents.  The system is restricted for the licensee’s own use and is not permitted to be used for the conveyance of third party’s traffic.





�
Spectrum 





Spectrum is a group of radio frequencies.





"Type II" Interconnection





Based on customer’s request for switching subscription of services from FTNS operator A to FTNS operator B, FTNS operator B can request FTNS operator A to make "Type II" interconnection arrangement such that the local loop at customer end provided by FTNS operator A can be used to connect with telecommunication facilities of FTNS operator B.





Virtual Private Network (VPN) Services





VPN is an external public telecommunications service which enables a customer to establish a private network over the service for the purpose of carrying out telephonic or non-telephonic communications between members of the corporate group or organisation of the customer.








Way Leaves





Wayleave is the right or permission to be obtained from the relevant authorities for "utility companies" like telephone companies and power companies to put their facilities such as cables on or below government land.
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