Consultation on Digital Broadcasting:
Mobile Television and Related Issues
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Introduction
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In response to the Government consultation paper on the provision of mobile television
and other digital broadcasting services, Radio Television Hong Kong (RTHK) would
like to present its views.

BET (B SHRNFHABETRE BT T OEEF LTLL -

RTHK supports the launch of mobile TV services as it will not only benefit the public,
but provides existing broadcasters and new entrants alike with an improved media
environment conducive to future development.
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Being the existing and sole public broadcaster in Hong Kong, RTHK is committed to
providing non-commercial content for the public’s benefit. We produce quality
programmes encompassing information, education, culture and the arts. We provide
news and current affairs programmes as well as specialized programming for minorities.
Our services are free of charge, and we serve as a communication channel between the
Government and the public.
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RTHK produces programmes of value free from commercial pressures. Our
complementary services generate enhanced social value and offer an alternative to the
output of commercial broadcasters.
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Due to the busy lifestyles and long commute-hours of Hong Kong people, the provision
of mobile television services will enable both commercial broadcasters and RTHK to
increase their audience reach. It would also help broadcasters reach a new generation
of listeners and viewers.
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Service Scope of Mobile Television
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It is desirable for mobile TV to be integrated with DTT. Mobile TV technology will
further enhance the interaction between programme providers and audiences.
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In view of the increasing demand for arts, culture and educational content, as well as
programmes for the youth, elderly, minority groups and the under-privileged, RTHK
should be allocated a channel to provide digital terrestrial TV services for the broader
community.
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RTHK would suggest that mobile TV of digital broadcasting should be a hybrid service
carrying video, audio and data.
B BRI AR AR R £ B 0 ¢ R T B 2 B BRI -

RTHK is committed to offering all of its radio channels, TV programmes and data —
including textual news and information to the mobile TV services.
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Spectrum Availability
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RTHK considers that Band III would be more favorable for wide-area coverage than
L-Band due to its lower frequencies. L-band transmission is subject to higher levels of
signal attenuation, for example, through buildings.
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RTHK’s attitude towards the adoption of this technology is neutral: it could be either
UHF or VHF. RTHK supports whichever frequency band and technology that best
serve the public.
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Spectrum Allocation
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RTHK believes the industry and public sector, including regulators, should have time
after this round of public consultation to conduct further discussions on finding the best
way forward. No matter which option is chosen, RTHK should be given the priority to
share in the channel capacity to better serve the public. Furthermore, the network



operator should be obliged to set up the necessary infrastructure, with comprehensive
signal coverage, to offer the public universal reception access.
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Spectrum Assignment
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By the same token, no matter how the operators are permitted to develop the available
spectrum, they should be committed to allocating adequate channel capacity for RTHK
within a clear and reasonable time frame.
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Licensing Arrangements
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We agree that mobile TV programme services should be licensed and regulated under
the Broadcasting Ordinance, or another such ordinance with similar coverage.
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Conclusion
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Digital broadcasting will inevitably become the next area of development in the media
industry. RTHK is interested in participating in this new development in order to
provide better services to the public. And, as a public broadcaster with nearly 80 years
of experience, we are willing to offer a wealth of content to ensure richness in this
hybrid mobile television offering.
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