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28 February 2001

BY FACSIMILE (FAX NO.: 2827 0119) & BY POST

Information Technology and Broadcasting Bureau
1st and 2nd Floors, Murray Building

Garden Road

Hong Kong

Attn : Mr Elliott Au

Dear Sir / Madam

Digital Terrestrial Broadcasting in Hong Kong - A Consultation Paper

We refer to the consultation paper “Digital Terrestrial Broadcasting in Hong Kong” issued by
the Information Technology and Broadcasting Bureau on 1 December 2000 (the
“Consultation Paper”). We are pleased to submit herewith our comments on the Consultation
Paper. .

We note that ITBB is of the preliminary view that Digital Video Broadcasting — Terrestrial
(DVB-T) should be adopted as the Digital Terrestrial Television (DTT) standard in Hong
Kong. We understand that such DVB-T standard does not support uplink radio and data
transmission capabilities. Under such standard, all uplink radio and data transmission can
only be achieved through connection with other external communication networks like GSM,
PSTN, UMTS, etc.

On such basis, we believe that it is important for ITBB, while endorsing such standard to be
the DTT transmission standard, to state clearly in the multiplex licences to be issued that.,
uplink radio and data transmission should be excluded from the scope of such licences and
can only be achieved through interconnection with external communication networks.

Should the technology evolve to allow the DVB-T standard to support uplink transmission
capability, our considerations of the policy proposals outlined in the Consultation Paper
would have been different. We suggest that further consultation be conducted at that point in
time to collect the views of the industry and the public on the related regulatory and other
implications and issues.
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We shall be happy to discuss further with ITBB on our comments set out above.

Yours faithfully
For and on behalf of
Hutchison Telephone Company Limited

J
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