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Appendix 1

A Summary of Major Amendments to the COIAO in 1995
Restriction on publication of indecent articles

· Introduce the following restrictions on publication of an indecent article:

· The article must be sealed in a wrapper (opaque wrappers if the covers are indecent).

· A warning notice of no less than 20% of the front and back covers of the article must be displayed.  In case the article is sealed in an opaque wrapper, the warning notice should also be displayed on both sides of the wrapper.

· The name, address and telephone number of the publisher must be printed on the cover of the article, and if the article is sealed in an opaque wrapper, on the opaque wrapper as well.

· Create a new offence for the possession of indecent articles for the purpose of publication.

Obscene Articles Tribunal (OAT)
· Increase the number of adjudicators at full hearings conducted to review interim classification or reconsider previously classified articles from two to four.

· Disqualify an adjudicator involved in an interim classification to sit at the full hearing to review the classification of the same article.

· Require the OAT to identify the offending part or parts of the article which give(s) rise to an “obscene” or “indecent” classification.

Responsibility of publishers

· In respect of the responsibility of a publisher to comply with the restrictions on the publication of an indecent article, clarify the meaning of a “publisher” as a person who controls or manages the printing, manufacturing or reproduction of the indecent article.

· To prevent publishers from using surrogates, create a new offence for anyone who knowingly or wilfully allows his name to be printed on an indecent article as the publisher of that article when in fact he is not.

Enforcement

· Empower TELA inspection officers and Police officers to seize indecent articles in public places.

Penalty

· Increase the fine for the publication of indecent articles or display of indecent matter in violation of the law from $200,000 to $400,000, and introduce a higher level of fine, at $800,000, for subsequent convictions.
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