Pre-requisite and Criteria for 

grant of licences for sound broadcasting services 
by the CE in Council

(A) Pre-requisite

Availability of suitable frequency spectrum on which the proposed sound broadcasting services may be broadcast.

(B) Criteria 

(a) Financial soundness and commitment to investment

The applicant must demonstrate a commitment to invest sufficiently in the proposed project and must possess sufficient financial capability to invest to the level proposed.  The proposals on performance bond will be evaluated on their effectiveness as a means to bind the applicant to his commitments and obligations.

(b) Managerial and technical expertise

The applicant must possess relevant managerial and proven technical expertise to operate a satisfactory service in Hong Kong.  The knowledge of the applicant or the consortium partners about the local environment and their experience in the operation of a broadcasting service will be relevant factors for consideration.

(c) The variety, quantity and quality of programmes

The proposals will be evaluated on the appeal of the programming to audience, the quantity and quality of proposed programmes and the extent to which they will broaden audience’s choice.

(d) Technical soundness and a satisfactory quality of broadcasting service

The proposed service must be technically sound and is likely to give a satisfactory quality of service.

(e) Service roll-out

The speed of service roll-out will be a relevant factor for consideration.

(f) Minimum inconvenience to members of the public

The proposals which involve construction works will be assessed against their impact on members of the public.

(g) Benefits to the local broadcasting industry, the audience and the community as a whole

Any benefits the proposals will bring to the broadcasting industry and the community as a whole will be considered favourably.  The installation fees and equipment cost to be charged to audience, if applicable, must be set at levels which are affordable and accessible to the general public.

(h) Quality control and compliance

The applicant must propose an effective internal monitoring mechanism to ensure that the terms of the licence and the applicable laws are complied with.

(i) Fit and proper persons

In determining whether the applicant or person exercising control of the applicant is a fit and proper person, account shall be taken of – 

(i) the business record of the applicant or person;

(ii) the record of the applicant or person in situations requiring trust and candour;

(iii) the criminal record in Hong Kong of the applicant or person in respect of offences under the laws of Hong Kong involving bribery, false accounting, corruption or dishonesty; and

(iv) the criminal record in places outside Hong Kong of the applicant or person in respect of conduct which, if done in Hong Kong, would constitute or form part of the criminal record in Hong Kong of the applicant or person as mentioned in paragraph (iii) above.

